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.’ World Religion News

RELIGION NEWS

3I0GRAPHY: AYATOLLAH AL-SAYYID ALI AL-

RELIGIONS  FEATURED COMTRIBUTORS ~ VIDED  EMTERTAIMMENT  ETHICS

When Pope Francis recently made a historic
thres-day trip to Irag. the birthplace of
Abraham, the forefather of |udaism, Christianity
and |slam, the pontff considerably broadened
his

ohjective of improved relations with Muslims by
traveling o the city of Majaf to meet Grand
Ayatolizh al-Sayyid Ali al-Husayni al-Sistani, an
influential and moderate cleric of Islam’s

minority Shitte {or Shia) branch of Islam.

Eeyond the enormous interfaith implications of
n unprecedented meeting between the leader of the world’s 1.2 killion Reman
athalics and the spiritual head of millions of Shiftes across much of the Middle

ast, there was ancther reazon why the Pope’s visit captured the popular

agination.
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